
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Position Description1 
 

Position Title Consumer Advisory Group representative(s), Australia & New Zealand 
Musculoskeletal Clinical Trials Network 

2 year appointment 

 
Background 
 
The Australia & New Zealand Musculoskeletal (ANZMUSC) Clinical Trials Network is a collaboration of 
accomplished clinical researchers, health professionals and consumers who are working to improve the 
evidence base of musculoskeletal health; through the conduct of high quality, multicentre randomised 
controlled trials and related research. Our network has broad expertise in physiotherapy, rheumatology, 
orthopaedic surgery and community health among others. The network also has the support of leading 
musculoskeletal consumer organisations including MOVE muscle, bone & joint health (formally Arthritis 
and Osteoporosis Victoria) and Arthritis Australia.   We also have the support of policy advisors, 
government and insurance groups with an interest in these conditions. 
 
Our Vision 
To optimise musculoskeletal health through high quality, collaborative clinical research. 
 
Our Mission 

 To identify the key clinical research questions relevant to musculoskeletal health. 

 To improve the scientific quality of musculoskeletal research and its translation into policy and 
practice. 

 To facilitate and endorse clinical research based on scientific quality and potential to improve health 
outcomes. collaboration between 

 Advocate for musculoskeletal research support. 

 Foster research groups and stakeholders. 

 Advance the understanding of research through mentoring and education. 
 

Further information about the network’s values, members and activities can be found at 
www.anzmusc.org 
 
ANZMUSC Consumer Advisory Group  
As part of the Network, ANZMUSC will be convening a Consumer Advisory Group (CAG) to provide a 
mechanism for consumer input on ANZMUSC clinical trials and other activities undertaken by the 
network. 
 
 
Key tasks for CAG members include: 
 

 Reviewing clinical trial proposals for ANZMUSC endorsement from the consumers perspective, 
including the relevance of the overall research question to people with musculoskeletal  
conditions and any barriers to consumer engagement  

 Providing advice and guidance to ANZMUSC members regarding consumer research priorities 
and issues of importance to consumers with musculoskeletal conditions 

 Reviewing information sheets produced by ANZMUSC  

 Reviewing consent forms of ANZMUSC endorsed trials  

 Participating in working groups including policy development forums to help improve care, 
support and outcomes for consumers with musculoskeletal conditions 

                                                      
1 Written in consultation with Consumer Health Forum 



 

 
We expect that ANZMUSC CAG members will also be involved in other activities including:  

 Facilitating links with the community and other musculoskeletal consumer groups  

 Raising awareness and advocating for community priorities among ANZMUSC members  

 Advising on ways to increase public awareness of the importance of clinical trials 

 Advocating participation in research and clinical trials to consumers  

 Contributing to or initiating community projects and activities 

 Providing comment and input to advocacy documents such as submissions to government, 
position papers and reports  

 Be available for consultation on issues as they arise. 
 
Consumer representatives will collectively form the Consumer Advisory Group (CAG) within 
ANZMUSC’s structure; which will be convened by the CAG Chair.   
 
 
Time commitment 
It is anticipated that in addition to the annual two-day scientific meeting, CAG members will attend an 
orientation and training session either in person or via teleconference at a date to be established. CAG 
members will also be asked to review scientific proposals as part of the endorsement process and will be 
asked to comment on other ANZMUSC documents on an ‘as needs’ basis. Document review will be 
distributed throughout the group and is anticipated to take approximately 3 hours per review (limited at 
this stage to 2 reviews per reviewer per year).  
 
Training 
CAG members who have not already undergone any formal consumer representative training will 
undergo training in how to become engaged in research through training session to be held at date yet to 
be confirmed. The cost of this training session and reasonable costs associated with attendance 
(parking, transport, meals) will be provided by ANZMUSC. Eligibility for training will be at the discretion of 
the Executive Committee. 
  
Remuneration 
ANZMUSC will cover ‘out-of-pocket’ expenses for meeting, conference and workshop attendance by 
CAG members. Applications for remuneration beyond ‘out-of-pocket’ expenses may be submitted but 
payment is at the discretion of the Executive Committee and will depend on funding. 
 
 
Skill requirements, experience and personal attributes 
Essential: 
 

 Have experience with one or more musculoskeletal conditions; or have experience through a close 
family member; or a general interest in musculoskeletal clinical trial research. 

 Have established consumer networks through association with consumer groups and/or 
communities.  

 ability to articulate how their experience is positioned in the wider context of musculoskeletal 
conditions  

 good analytical and well developed communication skills (oral and written) 

 ability to work in a group and interact with health professionals, trialists and other ANZMUSC 
stakeholders 

 Understanding of and commitment to helping improve musculoskeletal outcomes for all consumers 
(not just those with the same musculoskeletal condition). 

 Ability to attend teleconference calls (either online or over the phone) 

 Good computer literacy skills (including internet, email and word documents) 
  
 
Desirable 

 Previous attendance at similar consumer engagement workshops/seminars  

 Experience and ability to work at a strategic level 

 Previous roles in consumer representative positions 
 

 
  


